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august relations joined them, forming groups of three.
The bride led off, dancing with her father and her father-
in-law, the bridegroom followed with his mother and his
mother-in-law. Then the Tsar and King George danced
with the bride, and Queen Mary and the Crown Princess
of Germany with the bridegroom: never before, even in
the dancing days of their grandmother, Queen Victoria,
had kings and queens been woven into so many family
permutations, symbolical of regal accord. There was
a gala performance at the opera; King George lunched
with the ist Dragoon Guards, of which his grandmother
had been Honorary Colonel, and the Emperor led a
march past. All went brilliantly save for one very
suspect moment when the Emperor found the Tsar and
King George quietly chatting together in King George's
suite of rooms, and divined that they were putting the
finishing touches on a plot whereby .Russia and England
should suddenly attack Germany, but this unpleasant
impression was only momentary. Then came the parting:
the Tsar retraced his guarded route to his own dominions,
which were soon to become more perilous to him than
any alien soil, and the King and Queen returned to
England. Never did any of those three Sovereigns
meet again, and before the coming storm had passed,
one with his wife and family had been brutally murdered,
and another had fled from his kingdom to the safety of
a foreign country.1

The French President, M. Poincare, paid a state visit
to London next month, June 1913, and in April 1914
the King and Queen paid the return visit to Paris. Both
the King and the President spoke confidently of the
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